
 

 

MCOM 1307:  Introduction to Mass Communication 
Fall 2016 

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30-10:45 a.m., UC210 
Professor Drew Morton   

E-mail:  DMorton@tamut.edu   
Office Hours: Monday (10:30-12:30 p.m.), Wednesday (4-6 p.m.), UC228 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: 

This face-to-face course introduces students to the fields of communication, including 
theory, law and regulation, history, social implications, and mass-media operations.   
  
Before the conclusion of this course, students should be able to:   
 
1. Exhibit an understanding of the technological developments that have driven the 

evolution of mass communication (mastery will be assessed by the objective midterm 
and final exams).   

2. Exhibit an understanding of the industrial structures that have defined mass 
communication (mastery will be assessed by the objective midterm and final exams).  

3. Exhibit an understanding of the terminology and theories that define the study of 
mass communication (mastery will be assessed by the objective midterm and final 
exams, written assignments, and classroom participation).   

 
REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS: 

Baran, Stanley J.  Introduction to Mass Communication:  Media Literacy and Culture (9th 
Edition, McGraw Hill, 2017).     
 
Other readings may be distributed via photocopy, PDF, or e-mail.   
 
Students may need to utilize Netflix, Hulu, and/or Amazon to stream video titles 
on their own.   

 
SCHEDULE: 

 
WEEK ONE:  AUGUST 23 and 25 
 
Introductions   
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 1.     
 
WEEK TWO:  AUGUST 30 and SEPTEMBER 1 
 
Convergence Culture 
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 2.     



 

 

WEEK THREE:  SEPTEMBER 6 and 8 
 
Books 

Reading:  Baran, Chapter 3.   

WEEK FOUR:  SEPTEMBER 13  (No Class September 15th) 

Newspapers   
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 4.   
 
Out of Class Screening:  Page One:  Inside the New York Times (Andrew Rossi, 2011, 
96 minutes).   
 
REVIEW OF PAGE ONE DUE VIA E-MAIL BY 5 P.M. ON SEPTEMBER 15TH.   
 
WEEK FIVE:  SEPTEMBER 20 and 22 
 
Magazines     
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 5.     
 
WEEK SIX:  SEPTEMBER 27 and 29 
 
Film 
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 6.   
 
Outside of Class Screening:  Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1941, 119 minutes).   
 
WEEK SEVEN:  No Class Due to Conference Travel 
 
Midterm Exam/Music, Recording, and Popular Music 
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 7.   
 
SUBMIT AN OUTLINE OF BARAN, CHAPTER 7, VIA E-MAIL BY 5 P.M. ON 
OCTOBER 6TH.   
 
WEEK EIGHT:  OCTOBER 11 and 13 
 
Television 
 
 



 

 

 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 8.     
 
Outside of Class Screening:  Color Adjustment (Marlon Riggs, 1992, 86 minutes).   

WEEK NINE:  OCTOBER 18 and 20 

Video Games   

Reading:  Baran, Chapter 9.   

Outside of Class Screening:  King of Kong: A Fistful of Quarters (Seth Gordon, 2007, 79 
minutes).   

WEEK TEN:  OCTOBER 25 and 27 

The Internet and Social Media 
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 10.   
 
Outside of Class Screening:  The Social Network (David Fincher, 2010, 120 minutes).   
 
WEEK ELEVEN:  NOVEMBER 1 and 3 
 
GROUP PRESENTATION #1:  Public Relations 
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 11.   
 
WEEK TWELVE:  NOVEMBER 8 and 10 
 
GROUP PRESENTATION #2:  Advertising   
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 12.   
 
WEEK THIRTEEN:  NOVEMBER 15 and 17 
 
Theories and Effects of Mass Communication     
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 13.     
 
Screening:  Videodrome (David Cronenberg, 1983, 89 minutes).   
 
Research Paper Due 
 
WEEK FOURTEEN:  NOVEMBER 22  (No Class November 24th – Thanksgiving)   



 

 

 
Media Freedom, Regulation, and Ethics 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 14.   
 
WEEK FIFTEEN:  NOVEMBER 29 and DECEMBER 1 
 
Global Media/Final Exam 
 
Reading:  Baran, Chapter 15.   
 

GRADE BREAKDOWN: 
Attendance/Participation/Homework/Quizzes:  10% 
Objective Midterm:  30%   
Group Presentation:  10%    
Research Paper:  20%   
Objective Final Exam:  30%   
 

COURSE POLICIES: 
I do not assign films because I like them or hate them.  I assign them because they are 
historically relevant.  That said, you may dislike some of the material and/or find yourself 
offended by the course content at times because it does not represent your personal 
beliefs.  Given that the goals of a Liberal Arts education and a University are to explore 
diverse perspectives and areas of knowledge, this is a natural by-product of the 
process.  I do not expect you to agree with and/or enjoy all the assigned texts in the 
class and/or the topics we discuss, but I do expect you to do the assigned work and try 
your best to engage with it.   
 
Be sure to complete your reading and assignments on the date they are scheduled on 
the syllabus.   
 
Late assignments are not accepted.   
 
In accordance with the University’s academic integrity policy (see below), students who 
violate the policy will earn an automatic F for the course. 
 
Cell phones are to be set on vibrate and not to be used during class.   
 
Be sure to bring all your course materials to class each day we meet.   
 
Finally, please allow a 24-48 hour turn-around time for any e-mails.  Due to this policy, 
be sure not to leave any major concerns/questions about assignments for the last 
minute!     
 
I reserve the right to alter this syllabus.   



 

 

 
TAMUT POLICIES: 

Disability Accommodations: Students with disabilities may request reasonable 
accommodations through the A&M-Texarkana Disability Services Office by 
calling 903-223-3062. 

Academic Integrity: Academic honesty is expected of students enrolled in this course. 
Cheating on examinations, unauthorized collaboration, falsification of research 
data, plagiarism, and undocumented use of materials from any source constitute 
academic dishonesty and may be grounds for a grade of ‘F’ in the course and/or 
disciplinary actions.  For additional information, see the university catalog. 

A&M-Texarkana Email Address: Upon application to Texas A&M University-
Texarkana an individual will be assigned an A&M-Texarkana email account. This 
email account will be used to deliver official university correspondence. Each 
individual is responsible for information sent and received via the university email 
account and is expected to check the official A&M-Texarkana email account on a 
frequent and consistent basis. Faculty and students are required to utilize the 
university email account when communicating about coursework. 

Drop Policy: Beginning with the first class day of the semester, faculty should report to 
the Registrar’s Office via the preliminary class roster and/or email 
communication, by a date established by the Registrar’s Office, any student who 
is not attending their class or who has not logged into Blackboard for an online 
class. 

 Faculty members shall automatically initiate an administrative drop for any student 
who has not been in attendance (face to face class) or has not reported in (web 
or web enhanced class) by the due date of  the preliminary class roster as 
established by the Registrar’s Office. The Registrar’s Office will notify students 
by certified mail and/or email that the instructor has initiated the drop process and 
will instruct them to contact the instructor immediately. If the instructor does not 
rescind the request in writing within seven (7) days of documentable receipt of 
the notification, the Registrar’s Office will drop the student from the class.  
Faculty who fail to submit an administrative drop by the established deadline, 
must record the grade earned by the student at the end of the semester.  Faculty 
submitting a grade of F for a student will be required to enter the last date of 
attendance during the grading cycle. 

 Subsequent to the census date final roster, all drops during the semester must be  
 student initiated.	
	


